


GROUND SQUIRREL

These active little animals can be 
spotted scurrying, digging burrows, 
gathering food, and playing games 

with each other.

A ground squirrel uses its bushy tail as a parasol to 
provide shade for itself from the hot sun. 

2
2NOTES dreamstime.com



PIED KINGFISHER

This black and white bird has incredible 
fishing prowess. It can catch a fish and 
eat it in midflight, allowing it to venture 

far away from its perch to hunt.

At nearly 18 centimetres (seven inches) 
long, the pied kingfisher is the largest 

bird capable of hovering in still air.

NOTES
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HADEDA IBIS

These long-legged wading birds get 
their name from their “haa-daa-daa” 

calls. Listen for them at dusk and dawn.

They have dark-olive brown feathers that 
appear iridescent, shining purple or green in 

sunlight. They use their long down-curved bills to 
probe mud, shallow water and grasslands for food.
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BUSH BABY

The bush baby, or lesser galago, is a 
small primate about the size of 

a squirrel. They’re active at 
night and travel in groups.

Large, round eyes and bat-like ears enable them 
to find insects to eat. In the dark, listen for grunts, 
whistles, soft hoots and loud calls that sound like 

a baby crying.
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While males and females are brown, 
dominant males feature vivid blue tails 

and heads of bright red, orange or yellow.

When frightened, they sometimes scurry 
away on their hind legs. You can see them 

sunning themselves on rocks and bare ground 
during the day.
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RED-HEADED ROCK 
AGAMA LIZARD
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SUPERB STARLING

These pretty little birds sing loud, 
complex songs and are readily spotted 

thanks to their iridescent blue feathers, 
red-orange bellies, black heads and 

white eye rings.

They are usually friendly and unafraid of people, 
so you’ll likely see them on the lodge grounds.
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WATERBUCK

Despite the name, waterbucks don’t 
spend much time in water but will go 
there to avoid predators. They sport a 

shaggy, reddish-brown coat. 

The waterbuck has a white “bib” under its 
throat, a white ring around the base of its tail on 

the rump and long horns (males only) that arc 
backward, then up.
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When you see one, you’ll know why the 
Somali name gerenuk, “giraffe-necked,” 

is so appropriate. They often stand on 
their hind legs and use their long necks 

to feed from the tops of tall bushes.

These relatives of the gazelle don’t need to drink; 
they get enough water from the plants they eat.
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GERENUK 
( WALLER’S GAZELLE )
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IMPALA

A medium-sized antelope with a 
chestnut-brown body, darker on the 

back and upper flanks. Add a white belly, 
throat and tail, plus vertical black stripes 

that form an “M” on its rump, and you 
know it’s an impala.

Only males sport lyre-shaped horns. They can leap 
nine metres (30 feet) in a single bound. 
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They use barks, grunts, clicks and other 
sounds to communicate. 

Omnivorous, they prefer fruit: 
their messy eating habits result in 

widespread seed dispersal.

Baboons spend the day mainly on the ground and 
sleep in trees. A newborn clings to its mother’s 
belly for a few months then moves to her back.
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HIPPOPOTAMUS

A hippo’s ears, eyes and nostrils 
are set on top of its head. These 

adaptations allow it to stay almost 
totally submerged. 

Don’t mistake its “yawn” for a sign of 
sleepiness. It’s a way to display anger 

and warn of danger. Check them out at 
Mzima Springs, rivers and waterholes.
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LEOPARD

Its famous spots are called “rosettes.” 
They are strong climbers and 

intelligent hunters. A leopard can catch 
prey much larger than itself.

It will often hoist its kill up a tree to consume 
in relative safety from other carnivores. 

Look for the leopard in rocky outcrops 
and in trees.
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Males and females look distinctly 
different. Males are much larger, with 

blue-grey coloring and spiral horns that 
can be 60-90 cm (2-3 feet) long.

Females are smaller, brown and hornless. 
Both have sleek coats with 10 to 15 vertical 

white stripes on their backs.

NOTES

LESSER KUDU 
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These birds can be found alone or in 
pairs nesting in nooks and cavities 

of buildings or trees, or probing 
the ground with their long bills 

for their preferred meal of cicadas, 
crickets or locusts.

Hoopoes also enjoy sunbathing on the ground 
and taking dust or sand baths.

NOTES

AFRICAN HOOPOE 
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This powerful raptor, the largest eagle 
in Africa, has a wingspan of 1,8 – 2,6 
metres (6 – 8,5 feet). Its head, throat 

and upper chest are brown and its 
underside is white with dark spots.

See if you can spot one perched atop a dead 
tree or circling high above grasslands and bush 

searching for prey.

NOTES

MARTIAL EAGLE 
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Their fur is tawny, gold or reddish with 
black spots that merge to form 2-4 

stripes on the neck and back. They eat 
small mammals like hares, mole rats and 
hyraxes but will also take frogs, snakes, 

lizards, insects and birds.

Large ears help them pick up the faint sounds of 
their small prey.

NOTES

SERVAL CAT 
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They play a critical ecological role by 
recycling the droppings, or dung, 

of animals. They roll the 
dung into a ball, the female lays 

an egg on it and it’s buried. 
The larva lives inside as it grows.

Squeamish? Consider this: Ancient Egyptians 
considered scarab beetles sacred.

NOTES

DUNG (SCARAB) BEETLE
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Its back is covered with mottled black 
and white feathers and its belly is 

generally off-white. But the big clue is 
the beak: long, downward-curving 

and unmistakably yellow.

The male has a patch of purple skin on the neck 
while the female does not.

NOTES

YELLOW BILLED HORNBILL
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ELAND

The world’s largest antelope, both males 
and females grow long, 

spiral horns. Females have a tan coat; 
males are usually darker, sometimes 

tinged blue-grey.

Adult males also have a dewlap, a large fold of 
loose skin hanging below the throat. Elands are 

often seen among zebras and giraffes.

NOTES
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Grant’s gazelle looks like a Thomson’s 
gazelle, tan or fawn-coloured, but is 

larger, with lyre-shaped ringed horns, 
thick at the base.

Look for a white belly and a broad white patch 
on its rump extending up the tail and onto 

its back. The white patch on the Thomson’s 
gazelle stops at the tail.

NOTES

GRANT’S GAZELLE 
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Specially adapted feet make this little 
animal an amazing rock climber. The 

hyrax looks a little like an earless rabbit 
or a hefty guinea pig but is more closely 

related to the elephant.

They live in colonies in crevices between rocks. 
You might see one sunning itself near its shelter.

NOTES

ROCK HYRAX
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Jackals scavenge from kills made by 
larger predators like lions and also work 
together to hunt dik-diks, young gazelles 

and even domestic sheep.

They sometimes eat snakes and other reptiles, 
insects, birds, fruits, berries and grass. 

They mate for life and usually live in dens made 
by other animals.

NOTES

BLACK BACKED JACKAL 
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This tallest of land mammals may not 
look agile, but can run up to 64 kph 

(40 mph). It takes two to six hours for 
a female giraffe to give birth – and she 

does it standing up.

NOTES
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MASAAI GIRAFFE

Spots on a giraffe’s coat, like human fingerprints, 
are unique and can be used to 

identify individuals.
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It looks like a black and grey eagle 
on a crane’s long skinny legs. 

This bird of prey is decorated with a 
crest of long feathers on its head and a 
reddish-orange “mask” around its eyes.

NOTES
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SECRETARY BIRD 

It spends days hunting for food on the ground 
and roosts in trees at night.
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Tsavo’s elephants, and no others, are 
red, the result of dusting themselves 
with the red soil that covers much of 
the area. Elephants use their tusks to 

pry bark from trees, dig in the ground, 
lift objects and for fighting.

NOTES

AFRICAN ELEPHANT 

Sadly, these elongated teeth make them the 
target of ivory poachers.
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Mzima Springs and the Galana River 
near Lugard’s Falls are good spots to 

find crocodiles sunning themselves on 
the banks. When they’re in the water, 

you see only the top of their heads.

NOTES

NILE CROCODILE 

Crocs are fast, nimble swimmers and can run 
surprisingly fast on land in short bursts.
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WHITE-BELLIED GO-AWAY-BIRD

This bird is grey on top and white 
underneath. It has a high crest and a long 
tail with a white bar. You might see them 

eating fruit near your lodge or camp.

Their call is a loud, nasal “gwaa,” which – 
with a little imagination – sounds like 

they’re saying “go-way.” Get it?
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RED BILLED OXPECKER

If you see a medium-size, grey-brown 
bird perched on the back of a rhino, 

buffalo, giraffe or other large mammal, 
chances are it’s an oxpecker, either 

red-billed or yellow-billed.

The red-billed is the most common in the 
Tsavo Conservation Area.
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KORI BUSTARD

You might see this gangly, long-necked 
ground bird among antelopes and zebras, 

foraging insects, nervous and alert.

It has a mottled grey or brownish body with white 
chin, throat, neck and white stripe over each eye. 
The crown on its head extends into a black crest.
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AFRICAN FISH EAGLE

Perched in a tall tree, you can’t mistake 
this majestic bird’s brown body, snow-
white breast and tail, and black wings. 

They’re usually seen in pairs near water.

When a fish-eagle sees a fish close to the water’s 
surface, it dives from its perch, swoops low 

and grabs its prey with powerful talons.
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One of the world’s deadliest snakes, it 
is also Africa’s longest venomous one, 

averaging 2,5 metres (8,2 feet).6
6NOTES

BL ACK MAMBA 

Its name refers to the black color inside its 
mouth, not to its skin colour, which is olive to 

grey to light grey. Shy and secretive, 
black mambas try to escape when confronted.

Anthony Ponzo



HELMETED GUINEA FOWL

There’s no mistaking this bird when you 
see its white-spotted black feathers, red 

and blue face and yellow or reddish 
knob – or helmet - on its head.

They spend much of their time scratching the dirt 
for food. In the evening, they head for the trees by 

the hundreds, cackling loudly until nightfall.
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CARACAL

This cat stands 38-50 centimetres (15-20 
inches) at the shoulder. It is identified 

easily by its ears, which are long, narrow 
and topped with long tufts of black hair.

The name “caracal” comes from the Turkish 
“karakulak,” meaning “black ear.” They have an 

uncanny ability to catch low flying birds.
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These scavengers feature powerful jaws, 
a sloping, dog-like body and a short, 

sand-coloured coat covered with 
dark brown spots. 
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SPOT TED HYENA 

Listen around dusk and dawn for the hyena’s 
characteristic “laugh” and a madhouse medley 

of groans, giggles, howls and shrieks that can be 
heard up to 4,8 kilometres (three miles) away.
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These small primates spend most of 
their time in trees. They use a different 
warning call for each specific predator. 
Grooming is important to vervets, who 
spend hours a day removing parasites 

and dirt from one another’s fur.
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VERVET MONKEY

They eat fruits, grasses, insects, lizards, eggs and 
small rodents.
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Their stripes are as unique as 
fingerprints. Zebras have excellent 

eyesight and hearing. They have to; they 
are a favourite food of lions and hyenas.

When danger threatens, adults surround 
youngsters to protect them. When a zebra looks 

for predators, it stands still, ears erect, 
head held high.

J
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This wading bird has skinny white legs, 
balding, scabby head, huge bill and 

pinkish throat sack that hangs 
over its chest.

Q
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MARABOU STORK 

These features, plus dark-grey cloak-like 
wings, give it a sinister look, so it’s also known 
as the “undertaker bird.” This scavenger is one 

of the world’s largest flying birds.
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LION

Uniquely, adult male lions in Tsavo 
typically lack manes. Theories abound 
as to why but no one knows for sure.
Male lions are known for their power 

but the females do the hunting for their 
families, or “prides.”

Lions spend up to 20 hours a day sleeping,
and their roars can be heard 

8,1 kilometres (five miles) away.
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These large, dark brown, grey or black 
animals are almost always seen in clans 

or larger herds. Their big horns can grow 
upward, downward, inward or outward. 

Old bulls love to wallow in mud.

Despite a peaceful appearance, buffaloes can be 
grumpy, unpredictable and dangerous.

AFRICAN BUFFALO 
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PANGOLIN

Although pangolins are most active at 
night, you might glimpse one tearing 
open a termite mound with powerful 

front claws.

Its body is covered in hard, plate-like scales, 
similar to a New World armadillo. Using its long 

sticky tongue, it sucks up termites and ants, 
its main food.

NOTES
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You are lucky if you spot a painted 
(or wild) dog: They are one of Africa’s 

most endangered predators. They search 
for prey in grasslands, savannahs and 

open woodlands in packs of five to 20.

Hunting cooperatively, they can down animals as 
large as adult zebras but prefer smaller 

grazers like impalas.

AFRICAN PAINTED DOG 
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When not at a watering hole, these 
huge grazers with long curved horns 

can be found on grassy savannahs 
well until dark when the herd heads 

off to find a safe resting place.

Herds are almost entirely female, and juvenile 
males are expelled once they are of age.

SABLE ANTELOPE 
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You might see these medium-sized birds 
with long wings and short legs and bills 

feeding on flying insects around lights 
at night. Most species are grey or 

brown with camouflaging bars, 
streaks and blotches.

Nightjars are sometimes called goatsuckers in 
the mistaken belief they suck milk from goats.

NIGHTJAR
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BLUE WILDEBEEST (GNU)

This big antelope seems to have the 
head of an ox and the mane and tail of 
a horse. Both males and females have 
impressive parenthesis-shaped horns. 

Their short brownish coat has a 
silver-blue lustre.

Calves can run within 3-7 minutes after birth. 
Lions and hyenas find them tasty.
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AARDVARK

Imagine a pig’s snout, a rabbit’s ears, a 
kangaroo’s tail and a bear’s front claws 

arranged on an arched body sparsely 
covered with brown bristly hair and 

you’ve got an aardvark.

They come out at night to dig for their 
favourite foods, termites and ants.

7
7NOTES Rudi van Aarde



These antelopes have long, black-ringed 
horns, black and white faces, dark 

single flank stripes on a tan or brownish 
background and a long black tail. 

Both sexes have horns.

They are easily identified by their long pointed 
ears with fuzzy tips.

FRINGE-EARED ORYX 
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These small antelopes are named for the 
loud “zik zik” or “dik dik” sound they 

make when fleeing danger, which they do 
in a nimble zig-zag pattern. Their coats 

range from grey to reddish-brown.

Males have small corrugated horns, often hidden 
by a tuft of hair on their heads. They mate for life.

KIRK’S DIK-DIK
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Combine a large head, short thick neck, 
long dark mane, two or three pairs of 

facial lumps, or warts, and eyes set high 
above a typical pig’s nose pad.
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WARTHOG 

 Add four tusks that protrude from the sides of 
its snout and you don’t have the face of a 
beauty contest winner. Warthogs can run 
up to 48 kph (30 mph) when threatened.
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Africa’s largest snake can grow to five 
metres (16 feet) or more in length. 
Body colours vary from blotches of 

olive-green and brown to chestnut and 
black or buff yellow.

J
J

AFRICAN ROCK PYTHON

This big snake suffocates its prey by wrapping 
around it. A large meal – swallowed whole – 

can sustain the snake for a year.
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The ostrich is the world’s largest bird, 
lays the largest eggs and runs the fastest 

of any two-legged animal, reaching 
sustained speeds of 50 kph (30 mph). 

The Somali ostrich, one of five 
subspecies, lives in Tsavo. 
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SOMALI OSTRICH 

During mating season, the male’s neck and 
thighs turn bright blue.
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This strikingly large animal is more 
brown or dark-grey than black. 

The rhino’s horns, which can grow to 
nearly 1,5 metres (almost five feet) long, 

make it the target of poachers.

Rhinos are solitary animals and aren’t easy to 
see during the day. Don’t get too close: they are 

short-tempered and aggressive.

BLACK RHINO 

NOTES

K
Kdreamstime.com



These spotted cats are the fastest 
animals on land, reaching speeds up 
to 120 kilometres per hour (75 mph). 

Unlike other cats, their sharp claws 
are not retractable, giving them a 

deep grip while running.

CHEETAH 

Cheetahs don’t roar but purr, something the other 
big cats cannot do.
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STOP THE IVORY TRADE!

The ivory trade is cruel and unnecessary.
Only elephants need ivory. The partial 

relaxation of the 1989  international ivory 
trade ban has sent a signal to poachers that 
it is open season on elephants. By providing 

needed resources to anti-poaching 
rangers, from vehicles and communications 
equipment to housing and computers, IFAW 

is working to protect elephants in Tsavo 
and elsewhere. We also assist wildlife law 

enforcement agencies with state-of-the-art 
training to prevent illegal wildlife trade and 

to reduce the illicit ivory trade. 
IFAW has spent more than US$1.25 million 

to make Tsavo Conservation Area a safer 
place for  elephants and people, now and 
in the future. We can do this only with the 

ongoing support of generous supporters 
like you. Please give a  secure online 

donation at www.ifaw.org .
Thank you.



WIN AN 
IPAD!

Send us your 
favourite Tsavo 

photo and share 
your favourite 

safari story.

We hope you enjoy your Tsavo holiday and return 
home with fabulous photos and memories of your 

experiences. Share them with us and you could 
win a fabulous Apple IPAD.

IFAW (the International Fund for Animal Welfare) provides 
resources to the Kenya Wildlife Service to safeguard this 

precious conservation area.
 

You know how important it is to protect Tsavo’s amazing 
wildlife. That’s why we’re asking you to share your best 
photos and stories with other animals lovers around the 

world. It could even win you a valuable prize.
 

Please visit http://www.ifaw.org/safaricards 
for entry details.

IFAW, a non-profit organisation with offices in 15 countries, 
relies on the generosity of caring supporters like you to 

save animals in crisis around the world.



Together, Tsavo West and Tsavo East form one of the 
largest national parks in the world. Tsavo West is 

comprised of savannah grasslands, lava flows, rocky 
ridges, acacia woodlands and belts of riverine vegetation. 

It is home to a huge number of species, from the “Big 
Five” to dozens of other mammal  species to reptiles, fish, 
insects and more than 400 kinds of birds. It is fascinating 
to explore its varied ecosystems and see its wild animals, 

an unparalleled natural wonder.
Sadly, Tsavo faces many challenges. Poaching of wildlife 

and forest resources for personal profit threatens the 
survival of ever-rarer species, including rhinos and 

elephants. An expanding rural population increasingly 
competes with the Park’s wildlife for food, water and 

grazing space. While the Tsavo area is prone to periodic 
droughts, the global climate crisis is  intensifying these 

events, drying out the land and making it harder for both 
animals and people to survive.

If the Tsavo Conservation Area and other 
wild places in the world are to survive, those 

who know  them  and come to love them – 
local residents and visitors alike – will have 

to take  action to protect them.  

THE CROWN JEWEL 
OF KENYA’S NATIONAL PARKS



Claiming the distinction of being the first ever lodge built inside a 
Kenya national park, Kilaguni Serena Safari Lodge is superbly 
situated in the lee of Mt Kilimanjaro. Amidst miles of lion-stalked 
grasslands, elephant-studded plains and wildlife-teeming bush it 
has been designed to blend chameleon-like into the savannah 
landscape. Faced in volcanic stone, utilizing the natural rocky 
outcrops of a valley known as ‘the place of the young rhino’ every 
room is positioned to take in uninterrupted views of eternity.

With a characteristic collection and reputation for excellence, 
Serena Hotels are located in some of the most exotic locations 
throughout East Africa and Central Asia. Our diverse portfolio 
includes luxurious lodges, spectacular resorts and modern city 
hotels. Fifteen magnificent properties throughout Kenya and 
Tanzania combine harmonious architecture with appealing 
décor and local artistry; complimented with superior service, 
the ‘Serena experience’ is truly a complete and lasting one.

KILAGUNI SERENA


